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VIRGINIA OUTDOORS FOUNDATION (VOF)

RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE THE FRONT ROYAL TO LURAY CORRIDOR
AS A VOF SPECIAL PROJECT AREA

WHEREAS, Scenic 340 Project Inc. has nominated the Front Royal to Luray corridor in Page
and Warren counties for Special Project Area designation; and

WHEREAS, the VOF Guidelines define factors justifying the designation of Special Project
Areas; and

WHEREAS, the Front Royal to Luray corridor is an area of statewide natural and historic
significance, as indicated by state planning and policy documents and containing:

I. 44 sites that host rare species and natural communities identified by the VA Division of
Natural Heritage and which contribute to the biological diversity of the region.

ii.  The South Fork of the Shenandoah River, a portion of which is eligible for Scenic River
designation according to the 2009 Virginia Outdoors Plan (VOP) compiled by the VA
Department of Conservation and Recreation.

iii.  Bucolic lands along US Route 340, a designated Virginia Scenic Byway from Front
Royal to Luray, also identified in the VOP.

iv.  US Route 340, designated as the “Front Royal Loop” as part of the Virginia Birding and
Wildlife Trail established by the VA Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.

v.  Milford Historic Battlefield District, a Civil War battlefield listed as a Virginia Historic
Landmark and on the National Register of Historic Places in June 2004 (US Route 340
played a critical role in General Stonewall Jackson’s Valley Campaign); and

WHEREAS, the proposed Special Project Area contains scenic and forested land that buffers the
Shenandoah National Park (SNP) on the eastern boundary and the George Washington National
Forest on the western boundary and that can be viewed from the Appalachian Trail, Tuscarora
Trail, and Skyline Drive; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Special Project Area includes a critical wildlife travel corridor
identified by VA Department of Game and Inland Fisheries and the Valley Conservation
Council, linking the SNP and the George Washington National Forest (Massanutten Mountain
range) and of which 2,557 acres is protected by VOF (19) and VA Department of Historic
Resources (1) easements; and

WHEREAS, South Fork of the Shenandoah River, which traverses the proposed area, is a major
tributary of the Chesapeake Bay and the protection of riparian lands in this watershed will
contribute to the health of the Bay and support the federal Executive Order on “Chesapeake Bay
Protection and Restoration” (5/12/2009); and

WHEREAS, the South Fork of the Shenandoah River, is a popular recreational and fisheries
resource which in turn, supports the local economy; and
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WHEREAS, the road known as U.S. Route 340 and paralleling the South Fork of the
Shenandoah River, follows a travel corridor used by Native Americans for 13,000 years,
beginning with the First People of the Flint Run National Historic District and continuing to the
First Farmers of 1,000 years ago; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Route 340, historically known as the Front Royal-Luray Turnpike, is
connected to the military history of the western Virginia at several critical junctures, including:

*the American Revolution, when General George Washington planned a redeployment of
the Continental Army at Fort Valley via a section of the road known as "Morgan's Road":

*the American Civil War, when General Stonewall Jackson's 1862 Valley Campaign
relied on the road for the movement of troops and supplies; and when 1864 cavalry
engagements at Milford (Overall) marked one of the last Confederate stands in the
Shenandoah Valley, known as the “Breadbasket of the Confederacy”; and

WHEREAS, the Front Royal-Luray Turnpike (Route 340) and its associated canal and railroad
links facilitated commerce and the establishment of communities in the Page Valley; and

WHEREAS, the Route 340 Corridor in the Page Valley follows a narrow river corridor between
two significant mountain features (the Blue Ridge on the east and Massanutten Mountain on the
west), it has provided accessibility to the uplands and connected eastern and western
communities for thousands of years; and

WHEREAS, rural lands in the proposed Special Project Area surround and buffer the Raymond
R. “Andy” Guest State Park; and

WHEREAS, Warren and Page County Comprehensive Plans support the protection of rural lands
and natural resources within the corridor area; and

WHEREAS, support for the designation has been expressed by the Page County Water Resource
Coordinator, Friends of the Shenandoah, Potomac Conservancy, Valley Conservation Council,
and many local landowners through their donations of conservation easements and membership
participation in Scenic 340 Project Inc.; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Virginia Outdoors Foundation Board of Trustees this 2™ day of September,
2010, That the Front Royal to Luray Corridor in Page and Warren counties is hereby designated
a VOF Special Project Area.

ADOPTED by a vote of:

ATTEST:

G. Robert Lee, Executive Director
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